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Abstract: This article critically examines Valentina Gentile’s book Libertà con le religioni. After reconstructing Gentile’s 

rendition of the current debate on whether religious conceptions deserve a special treatment concerning rights and 

obligations, the article discusses Gentile’s innovative concepts of “political inclusivism” and “culture of civility”, meant 

as an enrichment of Rawls’s paradigm of political liberalism. In the end, a question is raised concerning the neglected 

significance of the liberal principle of legitimacy within this debate on religion and liberal politics. 

 

Keywords: John Rawls, Religious exemptions, Political liberalism, Liberal principle of legitimacy, Legitimation by 

constitution.  

 
notizie di POLITEIA, XLI, 160, 2025. ISSN 1128-2401 pp. 151-155 


